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New Hampshire House of Representatives
House Committee Services

Welcome 

Speaker Sherm Packard

12/14/2023 2Legislative Committee and Commission Process – Speaker’s Office and General Court Staff



New Hampshire House of Representatives
House Committee Services

Introduction

Rep. Karen Ebel, Facilitator
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New Hampshire House of Representatives
House Committee Services

Agenda
Study Overview and Methods  – 

Staff Panel

Member Panel
Q&A

Conclusion – Rep. Karen Ebel
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Study Overview and 
Methods

Legislative Committee and Commission Process – Speaker’s Office and General Court Staff

Staff Panel
House Legal Counsel Jim Cianci

House Clerk Paul Smith
Legislative Services Director Dave Alukonis

House Deputy Chief of Staff Debra Childs
House Committee Services Director Ann FitzGerald



•  Overview of RSA 14:49

New Hampshire House of Representatives
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Speaker’s Office and General Court Staff

Legislative Committee and Commission Process – Speaker’s Office and General Court Staff

House Legal Counsel
and House Clerk



• Review legislation

• Communication with appointing authorities

• System input and maintenance

• Upcoming legislation

New Hampshire House of Representatives
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Speaker’s Office and General Court Staff

Legislative Committee and Commission Process – Speaker’s Office and General Court Staff

House Legal Counsel
and House Clerk



• Bill drafting process

• No formal process to follow for creating Commissions

• Confidentiality

• “Notwithstanding”

• 2024 Filings

Office of Legislative Services

New Hampshire House of Representatives

12/14/2023 8

Speaker’s Office and General Court Staff

Legislative Committee and Commission Process – Speaker’s Office and General Court Staff

Some Commissions are created after they leave OLS.



• Notification of Appointments 

• Review RSA

Appointments

New Hampshire House of Representatives
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Speaker’s Office and General Court Staff

Legislative Committee and Commission Process – Speaker’s Office and General Court Staff

• Solicit/ receive interest and recommendations

• Review with Speaker
• Speaker makes decision

• Approve mileage

• Receive Reports

We all receive a lot of Commission-related questions.



• First named Member schedules Organizational meeting with HCS

• Committee Assistants support Commission clerically

• Researchers staff or monitor Commissions

• Chair elected at first meeting if quorum exists

• Researchers assist in preparation of final report, distributed by 

administrative staff

House Committee Services

New Hampshire House of Representatives
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Speaker’s Office and General Court Staff

Legislative Committee and Commission Process – Speaker’s Office and General Court Staff



House Committee Services

New Hampshire House of Representatives
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Speaker’s Office and General Court Staff

Legislative Committee and Commission Process – Speaker’s Office and General Court Staff

Report Library:  1981-Present



Study Overview and 
Methods

Legislative Committee and Commission Process – Speaker’s Office and General Court Staff

Member Panel
Deputy Speaker Steve Smith

Chairman Greg Hill
Speaker Emeritus Steve Shurtleff

Chairman John Hunt
Representative Marjorie Smith



New Hampshire House of Representatives
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Speaker’s Office and General Court Staff

Legislative Committee and Commission Process – Speaker’s Office and General Court Staff

Deputy Speaker Steve Smith

• Something Needs to be Studied

• Bill Sponsor Obligations

• Standing Committee Process



New Hampshire House of Representatives
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Speaker’s Office and General Court Staff

Legislative Committee and Commission Process – Speaker’s Office and General Court Staff

Chairman Greg Hill

• First Named Member Responsibilities

• Chair Obligations

• Reporting Deadline

• Working with Agencies

• Legislative Administration



New Hampshire House of Representatives
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Speaker’s Office and General Court Staff

Legislative Committee and Commission Process – Speaker’s Office and General Court Staff

Speaker Emeritus Steve Shurtleff

• Serving as a Member of a Study

• Example: John G. Winant Memorial Commission



New Hampshire House of Representatives
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Speaker’s Office and General Court Staff

Legislative Committee and Commission Process – Speaker’s Office and General Court Staff

Chairman John Hunt

• Effective use of Subcommittees to perform a Study



New Hampshire House of Representatives
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Speaker’s Office and General Court Staff

Legislative Committee and Commission Process – Speaker’s Office and General Court Staff

Representative Marjorie Smith

• Utilizing the right Study vehicle and members to accomplish goal

• QR Code tutorial



Q & A

Legislative Committee and Commission Process – Speaker’s Office and General Court Staff



  Conclusion

Legislative Committee and Commission Process – Speaker’s Office and General Court Staff
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